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Lev to Fenya

New York, NY

December 12, 1912

(Summary) Didn’t hear from her.  Glad she’s having fun.  Happy he got a letter because he mailed a lot and received none.  Very good that she changed her address.  Now letters will get to her.  How could you think I’d forget you?  He’s upset that she is saying his sister is more important than she.  He wrote something he wished he had not written.  (End of summary)

If I didn’t you wouldn’t have known about.  I didn’t realize that you would be hurt by that but I am sharing with you whatever bothers me.

Fenichka what would you do if you got a letter that said your sister was in danger?  And I, realizing that I am the only one who is responsible for that (possibly a reference to him leaving illegally and his sister had to pay a fine, referenced elsewhere).  How could I behave?  What should I do?  You can judge me but you would do the same, if it were you.

Don’t blame me.  Fenichka, I did not think you would say these words to me.  That means you do not trust me, if you don’t hear from me, that I care more for the sister than you.  What you imagined, do I deserve all this?  I was truthful.  It would be better if I had not written about that, but Fenichka dear, I excuse everything because you feel that way and you love me.  Let God help you in your devotion.  I hope you won’t wait a long time.  I’ll send you a shifts card, by American dates, right after Christmas.  When you get this letter I already will be doing something about the shifts card.  I don’t want to talk much about it now because I like to do everything from beginning to end first.  As soon as I finish it, I’ll mail you a long and very detailed letter.  Send me your address, I don’t want it to get lost.  I don’t think it’s appropriate to send to the post office.  I can’t wait until we’re together; I’ll be so thankful and grateful to God.  

Please thank the guy you met.  Tell him to take you to the theater more because you won’t be there for a long time and you’re leaving soon.  Tell him he can go with you to the theater, but only the theater.  Now about the theaters:  there are theaters but not like there.  They do have Yiddish theater, but it is not the same.  The have drama, but far away from Russian drama.  People hear do not like to cry, they like to laugh.  If they have to pay they want to laugh, not cry.

I’m grateful for the regards from my mother.  Fenichka, I will write a few words to her.  Please ask her for me to write about her life and her address.  But I wonder why you do not write the address.

In my next letter, I’ll write a few more words to her.

Your Lova

My address is c/o Passoff

64 E 102nd St

NY America
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