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Chana Ronen

Kiev

After April 15, 1913

Dear Daughter Fenya!

Your first letter we received before Rosh Hashana and the second one after.  We did not answer the first letter because father was away and I did not want to write without him.

I could not find much from your first letter.  You write you would be happy if you were home now.  But who made the decision?  It was your own choice.

I am so put out of tune by your letter that I don’t know how to begin or to end.

To tell you the truth, I do not like your letters.  You should have thought it over before.  You write that you imagined that in America people collect money on the streets.  Isn’t it very strange?  How would you have such imagination?

What are we doing here, in Kiev?  We are not sitting here idly, waiting for miracles.  WE are working hard, as you know.  On that we depend if we go to America.

Dear Fenya, if I work as hard in America as in Kiev, it would not be worse for us there.  Be we will be free there, not too afraid of everything.

It would be nice, though, to live quietly in one place.  But we do not have such a place here and that is why we need to try to find something better than Kiev.

We live in the same apartment as before.  We’d like to have a bigger but it would cost more money. I cannot take that responsibility and I feel bad, not as healthy as I used to be.  I work alone as you know.  I am the only breadwinner in the family.  The more expensive the apartment the more I have to work.

Nechamka and Franya do not want to pay any attention to your letters.  They are willing to go to America.

I am thinking about Franya.  What will she do here?  They hire her for a year or two, not permanently.  And time flies.  She cannot afford to buy herself dresses or shoes, or anything else.  We cannot help her.  And if she doesn’t earn any money currently, would she have hope for the future?  I believe in America she’ll find work easier.

You persuade us she is so young but she is 16 already, a healthy girl.  She’s grown up since you left.

Nechamka is not doing great either.  She has very few lessons.
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