Lev To Fenya, Voronezh, February 24, 1911

Voronezh, February 24, 1911
1.
Dear Fenichka,

I am sorry that I didn’t answer your letter in time. There was a very important reason, I’
tell you everything when we meet. Dear Fenichka, what happened? Please write me a
letter...you...maybe your parents make it worse (try to spoil), but think you won’t bear it
for long. Please write down everything, whether they calmed down. Describe everything
now because | will worry without knowing what is going on. Fenichka, | cannot write
much now. I’ll talk with you personally when we meet...

2.

Fenichka, | wrote to you | made several views [postcards]. You say, Fenichka that you
are tired of paper life and we started cardboard life. Yes, Fenichka, it is always this way
when you lead an independent life, then you have different things to do. You wrote me
that you saw a play and was sorry | was not with you. By your description the play
sounded like one I had seen before, “The Girl Behind the Wall.” We cannot take it as an
example, Fenichka, you always want to justify yourself and to prove that one cannot
believe a man.

3.

Although you are right, but it depends on the circumstances — we will talk about this,
otherwise it seems to you that I have barrels of words for letters but don’t find any words
to say in person. Fenichka, we need to remember my previous circumstance, | considered
myself to be suppressed but | am not going to recall the past — I will have an interesting
memory this week, Zemchano-Yasinskiy came here, you remember the magician that we
saw at Myanovskiy who did rubles with cylinder and his assistant declaimed, so | am
going to watch him

4,

but without you, I think about that evening, you didn’t know yet that I was in love with
you, but couldn’t tell you. The only man who knew about this was Roma, he was a good
friend. When I told him what decision | made (not to meet with you anymore), he tried to
talk to me (to persuade me) not to do it because he knew that it could make me sick, (ruin
me, destroy my life). You remember, before he left. It meant so much...I recalled our
past and don’t have

5.

any idea, I was as if in fog, and how dear this all is to me. I am looking forward to
meeting with you. Fenichka, when do you want to me to arrive to Kiev — in the morning,
in the afternoon or in the evening, what will be best for you and on what day? | will write
to you and, Fenichka, when we meet at the train station, | will give you several good
kisses from my sisters, | still did not have time for taking photos. It would be fun to arrive
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to Kiev without you knowing about my visit and to meet you outside by chance. To tell
you the truth, I would arrange this intrigue but I will have to wait for a long time

6.

and besides, I don’t know where I can see you. My eye recovered long time ago and took
the previous position. Concerning the nephew and that he is a scrapper, he is a very small
and smart boy, what songs he sings with me! And the most important thing that I like in
him is that he has a similar trait like his uncle and when he laughs, his eyes smile so
playfully, which I noticed also in you, same soulful smile. Take care. Write about
everything and go to the post office on Wednesday, there will be a good postcard for you.
Don’t delay the response, I am waiting for a good one.

Your Lev

| am learning English and making progress little by little.

| forgot to write you the news, the sister | told you about came to visit us from
Pyatigorsk.
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